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By Rohert G. ]\mscr
Washlngton Post Foreign Service
industry in the Soviet Union,
~MOSCOW, Aue. 21--The
m,wspapar business is a big
&nd like every Soviet mc(us-
tly_ it works according to
plan.
*"Fvery three monthg edi-
ors plan their coverage for
the next quarter, which is

" written out in a three-month

plan. They meet monthly
to map out the coming
month; weekly to consider
what's needed during the
following seven days; and
eiery day to plan the paper
fhat will appear two days
hence.

" Thig is the orderly, busi-

. nésslike, Soviet way of do-

ing things.
sort of luxury editors can
gf{ord when the newspapers
thoy put out contain little
Hews (an essentially unplan-
nahle commodity) and a Int
af  feature articles, prop-
aganda and exhortations to

workervs.

- Threemonth  plans  and
Hewspapers  without much
news  are indications that

Soviet journalism is diifer-
ent {rom westorn jinvrnal-
ism, But there are similari-
ties Loo.

- 'The moechanies
newspaper  are  fumiliar to
a Western journatist, Thoey
ivolve competition for
space  wnony writers and
editors,  arsdument(s  wirin
1he stalf about how hest to
handle a story, and a thou-
sand judements cuch day
aboub what to print, haw
Lo disploy certadu slories,
vhorg to cend to the New
Yaork  huveuaw, osnd e
1*;1;11'(',

Lyvitement Missing

il yoalle
I8 o oatye ol eNetes
soviel nowruLnny of-
Aivis ehinnst
an the

Ny

_ Indeced, that's
nissing
1301tk
fices are calmy, o
GLOunsy,

o of
wwialist
Y oaroia
"“«i } AN

ALRAIRAME AR50 bl

SVEERO

Gy
Votuaars tees
sl otobonnn,
LTRSS PR

AR AR A

thy

= 1At
PR TSP T B TE
PRI BT S SLL R AU A PR B V)
Teve Tt g it
and at the
the odi-
ity fival

ERTHTTI PRSP
ovening  paper,
4 evlock mecting:
toijal hoard mikes

It is alsn the-

of a Soviet -

decisions about
evening's issue.
The managing editor of
the paper, known in Rus-
sian as the ‘“responsible
secretary announces his
decxsmns about how he has
allocated the available
space to various depart-
ments. All Soviet papers
are organized around de-
partments with names like
Party Life, Propaganda and
Agitation, Industry, l«orelgn
News and SO on.

Sometimes, says lzvestia’s
deputy chief editor, Nikolai
Polvanov, the allocation of
space is a painless process;’
somctimes it has “a certain
emotional undertone.” The
job of the chief editor is
to be “the sensible doctor
who puis ice on the hot-
test heads,” Polyanov ex-
plained in an interview.

Arguments within the
staff are not freely discuss-
ed with outsicders. bul it

»1s appareunt that they usu-
allv  concern tacties, not
basie guestions.

“Political arguments are
impossible” the managing
editor of Pravda observed.
“We all belong to the same
parly, we see things the
same way.”

Nevevrtheless,

the next

argunients

occur. Ior example, there
woere  disputes  last  vear
when the Central Commit-

tee of the Communist Party,
citectively the ruling hody
in thiz couniry, informed
the major newspapers that
the line should change in
el covervane of the United
States.,

The Central Commiflee’s

nrecise  decision (if there
was one) is nol known, but
anvmoemly e presa and

propacanda departmenis is-

sucd general ins{ruciions to
end  sivident anti-\merican
prey nda, and to punlish

move material ahont Ameri-

cans as human beinoes, Wil

hppered  shorily botore
President Nixon  cnme o
Moseow, whicin aiso Loy -
cebto T iy Ly PHU t

(R EFE .

Wnters Prusirated
More than one senior com-
moentator was loustrated by
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this comcxdcme ()ne com-
plained to on American
colleague that he couldn’t
write what e wanted to

about the latest turn in
American policy in Vict-
nam. .

Soviet correspondents in
the United States and jour-
nalists who often write
about America from here
must feel a similar frustra-
tion with the high-level
decision to virtually ignore
the Watergate affair
Though Soviet journalistis

are setvants of the govern-
ment and first of all propa-

gl

fandists, many of thew ave
also serious reporiers who
would hate to miss out on
one of the bigzest news
stories of modern umes.
An ouisider canhot sav
whether  Soviet  jouruulists
are fundamentally frus(rat-
ed with a system which sub-
jeets their work to censor-
ship as well as  political
cuidance.  Lormer  Soviet
Jjournalists who (”‘}Ucl(‘r] ar
emigrated to the West have
said that demovalization ig
wiges nad but theiv tesu-
mony ey be teinted,
b!»‘.';(‘t Juurnalists
write things that the public

Some
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ends up in Tass seeret, aurl

repatediy  quite  ohjective,

services for

. room in every

senior ofticials,
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, such as Whlle Tass, Red

A Tassand others.

A Tass man in Washing-
ton once assured an Ameri-
can colleague that he was
a real correspondent “just
like you,” something the
American would understand
if the Tass man could show

him everything he was
sending nome.

Formal censorship may
be less Dbothersome* than -

political guidance., Repre-
sentatives of Glavlit, the state .
censorship agency, have a
newspaper
office. They read every
story to be sure that none
contains any reference to
the ilems that appear on a
long list of forbidden topics
which is the censov’s Bible:
All journalis(s know what’s
on the list, and ihev are
presumahbly used to it.

A corrvespondent for one
of the major papers must
overcome  stiff comnetition
to get his work into print.
Pravda, for example, has 45
foreign correspondents and
60 more at home. plus
dozens of parttime report-
ers and all the copy produc-
ed by Tass’ huge network
of journalists. All of them
are competing for space in
a six-page newspaper, half
or more of which may be
filled with articles by party
officials, loreica Com.
nindsts,  government min-
isters and otuer amateur
journalisis.

The competition iy
rious bheecause a jsurnalist’s
pav depends on how aueh
of his work appears in the
paper. N\ small dispateh of
200 words in Pravdags woerth
10 rubles: a big feature story
1500 words lone carns 7060
rubles, An averaze esrori-
enced journalist o [rovda,
secoraing 1o Seroel Sualia-
sov, the manacing  editor,
eatrns 5i- ,)‘) rulles a nonth
0ot 323 do!l,n at
) Bapae
MUac oy cadisoa
ma’oean ik
more, Thes i: onad
by Soviel standards.
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